December 1821. Grote returned all the manuscripts to Bentham on 5 November 1822, and on the same day Richard Carlile the publisher sent Bentham a copy of the printed work, which it had taken Grote under a year to complete.
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I
What did Bentham send to Grote? Over 1,500 manuscripts. These represented all his work on the utility of religion-from the earliest paragraph, dated 10 July 1807, headed:
'Ch. 1. Utility of Religion a subject little as yet examined', 8 which was the introduction to a modest two-part work, to his most recent thoughts of November 1821 9 for a much larger eight-part work. 10 In these manuscripts Bentham addressed a mixture of current and traditional debates on religion. He used his own terms of reference and his own developing ideas, and he focussed on the irrelevance of religious belief, and the relevance of the principle of utility to human concerns. During the course of the work Bentham put forward a rationale for a secular state 11 and a secular morality 12 in accordance with his principle of utility. However, both the proposed title, 'The Usefulness of Religion to the present life examined', and the text itself stop short of an insistence on the replacement of religion with the principle of utility, and Bentham intended this to be so. His writings on religion reveal that he had a fear of prosecution, and of causing offence, for above all he wished to 29,807, fo. 195. 7 Colls Journal BL Add. MS 33,563, fo.1 12. 8 Bentham continued: 'While meditating on the subject of religion, and in particular on the influence which the notions presented by that term have or have been supposed to have on the welfare of mankind during the present life, it has frequently occurred to me, that after so much as has been said on both sides on the question respecting truth ... yet the question concerning their utility with reference to the present life, together with reference to a life to come, has never yet been placed in a full and satisfactory point of view'. see BL Add. MS 29,809, fo. 313, written at Barrow Hill House, Oxted, Surrey. While at Ford Abbey, Bentham did address the question of truth, see below. 9 Bentham wrote on the utility of religion for the last time on 30 September 1830, UC cxxxviii. 162-5, 166. 10 For a plan of the eight-part work, at BL Add. MS 29, 807, fos. 217-1 8, dated 8 January 1820, see Appendix at http://www.ucl.ac.uk/Bentham-Project/journal/cfapp.pdf. Other plans, in which there are slight variations in order and text, are at BL Add. MS 29,807, 173v, 8 January 1820, and BL Add. MS 29,807, fos. 157-8, 3 and 10 March 18211. 11 Bentham wrote: 'Had the discourse of Jesus taken for its object the felicity of mankind during the present life, and in the pursuit of that object had his precepts been under the guidance of that degree of intelligence and wisdom of which human reason without any assistance from religion-without any assistance supernaturally given by and received from God-is susceptible, the following or thereabouts is the course he would have pursued'. original sin 'Original nonsense. Original disobedience to precepts never delivered');
and To man as a member of society, for example, encouraging disinterestedness and idleness: 'consider the lilies of the field, how they grow, they toil not'.
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In 1811 two further parts were projected, though little worked upon in these manuscripts: 1. on the influence of the established church, and 2. on how to reduce the influence of the Church to a minimum. Bentham wrote brief plans for measures on freedom of speech and worship. Freedom, of religious beliefs and personal tastes, is a thread which runs through Bentham's writings on religion. 'If of any one of the human sanctions the tendency were purely good it would be the sympathetic sanction. If of any one of the human sanctions the tendency were purely evil, it would be the antipathetic sanction. But in the case of the sympathetic spring the goodness of its effect and tendency depends altogether upon, and is measured by, the extent of the good to the production of which it tends'. 49 BL Add MS 29,809, fo. 98, 29 April 1819: 'It is an opinion commonly professed-and it is believed not uncommonly entertained-that religious belief is the only support which morality, which good moral conduct has, that if religious belief were at an end, morality would be at an end, and that with it human society would be at an end. ... How far this opinion is conformable to truth, will it is believed be seen as we advance'. As early as c. Bentham's writing style, essentially of the eighteenth century, and often criticized as prolix, tiresome, and sometimes obscure, was not replicated by Grote.
Neither was Bentham's use of small dialogues, which were often inserted as marginal summaries relating to texts of some complexity. The dialogue, a favoured tool of prose writers in the eighteenth century, provided a good way of making a point persuasively, mainly of course by asking the right questions and giving the answer most suited to your purpose. 60 These dialogues however did not suit Grote's more modern style or purpose, and were omitted.
A fair summation of Grote's work as a whole is that it echoes Bentham's text and summaries, but it is rewritten to accommodate Grote's own thoughts, and in his own style. There are few direct and some indirect quotations from Bentham's 
